
Delivering true HD video conferencing and powerful 
collaboration capabilities, the BluStar solution enables 
lifelike video images to be delivered to the desktop. 

As a standalone solution, the BluStar Application Server 
(BAS) and Aastra BluStar™ devices and clients provide exten-
sive multi-way video conferencing and collaboration features 
that make communicating remotely as natural as being face-
to-face, reduces travel needs, and increases employee pro-
ductivity.

Intuitive Communication – Anywhere at Anytime

The Aastra BluStar™ Application Server (BAS) is an integral part 
of the Aastra BluStar Video Conference and Collaboration solu-
tion. The BAS is at the cutting edge of communication technolo-
gies enabling video communications from the desktop, accessi-
ble from anywhere. An in-depth understanding of IP telephony 
platforms and collaboration tools for the enterprise market has 
enabled Aastra to develop an award winning solution. With 
video technology maturing and video becoming a mainstream 
form of communication today, the evolution to video in the 
workplace is becoming a natural continuity in enterprise com-
munications development.

The BAS combines with Aastra BluStar endpoints and forms part 
of the BluStar Ecosystem which is comprised of devices and cli-
ents including the award winning BluStar 8000i Desktop Media 
phone, BluStar for Conference Room, BluStar for PC, BluStar for 
iPad and BluStar for iPhone.

Aastra BluStar Ecosystem

The BAS is an essential part of Aastra’s UCC portfolio – the 
BluStar Ecosystem. BluStar takes business communications to 
a new level across a choice of devices, providing a consistent 
user experience by using video as the key driver. Aastra’s Blu-
Star productivity enhancing tools provide more choice and 
flexibility to answer the increasingly diverse communication 
needs of today’s modern enterprise. As a BluStar member 
it is possible to use video across all BluStar end-points con-
nected to the same BAS.

The Aastra BluStar Application Server supports all 
Ecosystem clients and devices

Aastra BluStar™ Application Server
Video Conference and Collaboration Solution
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Features & Benefits

Key Features
 � True HD video and voice communica-
tion

 � Supports multi-way video conferencing 
with up to 11 participants appearing 
on-screen at any one time

 � Supports the Aastra BluStar Ecosystem 
of devices and clients:

• BluStar 8000i Desktop Media Phone

• BluStar for Conference Room

• BluStar for PC

• BluStar for iPad

• BluStar for iPhone 

 � Ad-hoc conferencing capabilities for 
multi-way conferencing without the 
need of a Multipoint Control Unit 
(MCU)

 � PC desktop sharing – simultaneously 
view and share your PC desktop screen 
while participating in active video 
conference calls

 � Built in VPN server supporting remote 
BluStar 8000i and BluStar Conference 
Room devices

 � Intelligent bandwidth management 
features

 � Support of asymmetrical channel con-
nections

 � Automatic channel adaptation support

 � LDAP directory integration

 � Sophisticated yet intuitively easy to 
use administration and management 
for:

• Device & client management

• User account administration

• Directory & Presence management

 � High Availability (HA) option for 
redundancy

 � Standards based – SIP and H.264

Multi-Way Video Conferencing
The BAS solution is ideal for small team 
collaboration with up to 11 participants 
being displayed on BluStar 8000i or Blu-
Star for Conference Room devices during 
multi-way video conference calls.

The advanced design of the BluStar solu-
tion avoids the need for costly Multipoint 
Control Units (MCUs) to be deployed, 
which reduces overall system setup costs, 
and, avoids quality impacting encod-
ing/decoding and associated increased 
latency when an MCU is deployed.

Increased Employee 
Productivity
The lifelike video and true high quality 
audio, combined with desktop sharing 
makes communicating remotely as natu-
ral as being face to face. It makes doing 
business personal, reduces travel needs, 
and increases employee productivity.

Advanced Bandwidth 
Management
HD video and non-HD video requires 
significant network bandwidth. As band-
width availability decreases the chal-
lenges to maintain high quality video 
increase. With multi-way video confer-
encing the challenges and potential 
bandwidth consumption can increase 
significantly. 

The BluStar Application has a “Bandwidth 
Manager” (BWM) that enables adminis-
trators to control the amount of network 
bandwidth available for video calling to 
help manage their networks. The BWM 
has sophisticated features that can auto-
matically control the per call bandwidth 
and what actions to take when limits are 
reached.

Flexibility for Remote Workers 
Remote users face many challenges con-
necting to corporate networks, especially 
with feature rich devices that utilize mul-
tiple video streams, connections to LDAP 
servers as well as having to negotiate the 
challenges of NAT, firewalls, media routing, 
etc.

The BluStar Application firmware has 
built-in capabilities that remove all such 
challenges and make setting up remote 
BluStar 8000i or BluStar for Conference 

Room devices a simple task. The built in 
VPN server and client software together 
with auto-configuration features enables 
remote devices to be deployed with mini-
mal effort.

Customer Benefits

 � A future proof solution based on 
open standards

 � Natural face to face conversations 
increasing employee productivity 

 � Enhanced collaboration thorough 
desktop sharing and multi-way 
conferencing

 � Supports multiple devices and 
clients to ensure important calls 
are never missed

 � Cost effective option for 
connecting multiple conference 
rooms, home office workers and 
teams from multiple locations

 � Reduces travel needs and 
expenses

 � Sophisticated bandwidth 
management maximizes use of IP 
networks

 � Easy to deploy, manage and 
maintain
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Sophisticated choice of BluStar 
devices and clients

BluStar takes business communications to a new level across a 
choice of devices and clients, providing a consistent user experi-
ence by using video as the key mode of communication. The 
BAS solution supports these video-enabled devices and clients 
providing a BluStar Ecosystem from which users can choose. 
BluStar productivity enhancing tools provide more choice and 
flexibility to answer the increasingly diverse communication 
needs of today’s modern enterprise.

The BluStar Ecosystem includes both devices and clients which 
consist of different hardware and software based components:

 � BluStar 8000i Desktop Media Phone
 � BluStar for Conference Room
 � BluStar for PC
 � BluStar for iPad
 � BluStar for iPhone

Aastra BluStar™ 8000i Desktop Media Phone 
The Aastra BluStar™ 8000i is a powerful desktop video confer-
encing and collaboration tool that is designed to enhance the 
way you communicate and collaborate. Offering true HD video 
conferencing, the 8000i uses the latest in video and commu-
nications technology to enable a natural high quality video 
experience. With its advanced business collaboration features 
and applications, the 8000i is a productivity enhancing desktop 
media phone that is intelligent, intuitive and easy to use.

Aastra BluStar for Conference Room
Aastra BluStar™ for Conference Room is a versatile video confer-
encing solution for medium to large boardrooms or conference 
rooms. Supporting an external HD camera, HD capable displays 
or projectors and audio options, BluStar for Conference Room 
provides a powerful and flexible communication and collabora-
tion solution to meet the needs of modern businesses. 

BluStar for Conference Room is fully integrated with the BAS, 
providing a video collaboration solution which is cost efficient, 
easy to deploy, manage and use.

Aastra BluStar™ for iPad & iPhone 
Aastra BluStar™ for iPad & iPhone enables high quality video 
and voice calling from intuitively easy to use applications, pro-
viding natural communication options for mobile users. 

Today’s workers are increasingly mobile, either traveling out-
side of the enterprise or moving about on campus. With BluStar, 
mobile users don’t have to give up the convenience of natural 
collaboration that video conferencing brings. Aastra BluStar™ 
for iPad/iPhone provides video communication over data net-
work connection, with the same look and feel as the Aastra Blu-
Star™ for PC client.

Aastra BluStar™ for PC
Aastra BluStar™ for PC delivers high-quality audio, HD video 
and access to a set of Unified Communications & Collaboration 
(UCC) features from a single client on the desktop. The client 
is directly integrated with the BluStar Application Server (BAS) 
video conference and collaboration solution. 

The user friendly client unifies voice communications with 
video, directory look-up, flexible search and journaling. The 
direct integration with the Aastra BAS provides the benefits of 
reduced cost and infrastructure complexity. BluStar for PC is a 
powerful UCC client for Windows-based PCs.

Aastra BluStar™ Video Call and Applications screen

Aastra BluStar™ for PC  video  session

Aastra BluStar™  for iPad & iPhone

Aastra BluStar™ for Conference Room



SIP Endpoints Connected 
Directly to the BAS

The Aastra BAS is the heart of the Blu-
Star standalone video communication 
and collaboration infrastructure and 
acts as the command center for the 
solution providing advanced conferenc-
ing and collaboration features. BluStar 
devices and clients are SIP user agents 
and register with the BAS. Media trans-
mission (RTP) between devices and cli-
ents routes directly between endpoints 
unless connected using the advanced 
VPN capabilities of the BAS and 8000i, 
where RTP routes via the BAS.

Note: A user license is required in order for a device or 

client to connect to the BAS.

System Hardware and Software 

Hardware
The BAS is built on an industrial grade 
rack mountable Intel® server. Each 
server is equipped with quad-core 
processors, onboard hard disk and 
DVD/CD drives and internal DDR3 
memory. The BAS provides a powerful 
platform that meets the processing 
needs of the BluStar Application.  The 
standard server configuration is a single 
server running the BluStar application 
firmware.   
 

A High Availability BluStar Application 
Server configuration (HA BAS) is also 
available. The HA BAS consists of two 
identical single node servers networked 
together via a null modem cable. The 
HA capability is activated via special 
configuration of the BluStar Application 
firmware once the two servers are con-
nected. The HA configuration provides 
redundancy of servers, system configu-
ration and user data ensuring added 
reliability for large systems or mission 
critical deployments.

Software
The BAS comes pre-installed with the 
Linux operating system and the BluStar 
application firmware pre-installed. All 
low level and system level configura-
tion is complete ready for customers to 
configure to meet their  specific needs.
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